
Sanctions Risks of Iranian Demands for Strait of Hormuz Passage

OFAC ALERT

The Office of Foreign Asses Conrol (OFAC) is aware of Iranian hreas o shipping and demands for “oll”

paymens o receive safe passage hrough he inernatonal SraiofHormuz. These demandsmay include several

paymen optons, including a currency, digial asses, oses, informal swaps, or oher in-kind paymens, such

as nominally chariable donatons made o he Iranian Red Crescen Sociey, Bonyad Mosazafan, or Iranian

embassy accouns. OFAC is issuing his aler o warn U.S. and non-U.S. persons abou he sanctons risks of

making hese paymens o, or solicitng guaranees from, he Iranian regime for safe passage. These risks exis

regardless of paymenmehod.

U.S. persons and U.S.-owned or -conrolled foreign enttes are generally prohibied under U.S. sanctons from

engaging in ransactonswih heGovernmenof Iran, including heprovisionor receipof services, unless exemp

or auhorized by OFAC. U.S. sanctons also generally prohibi U.S. persons from engaging in ransactons wih

Iran’s Islamic Revolutonary Guard Corps (IRGC), which is sanctoned pursuan o several auhorites, including

nonproliferaton and counererrorism sanctons, and is a designaed Foreign TerrorisOrganizaton. U.S. persons

are also generally prohibied from engaging wih Iranian digial asse exchanges, which are considered blocked

Iranian nancial instutons under U.S. sanctons.

Additonally, non-U.S. persons may risk exposure o sanctons for engaging in ransactons wih he Governmen

of Iran and he IRGC ha are no oherwise exemp or auhorized for U.S. persons. This risk o non-U.S. persons

includes secondary sanctons on partcipatng foreign nancial instutons, which could prohibi or resric such

foreign nancial instutons’ access o he U.S. nancial sysem. Non-U.S. persons engaging wih blocked Iranian

digial asse exchanges may also risk sanctons for operatng in or supportng he sanctoned Iranian nancial

secor. Furher, non-U.S. persons could face civil and criminal enforcemen liabiliy should such paymens cause

U.S. persons, such as insurers, reinsurers, and nancial instutons, o violae sanctons.

Please see FAQ 1249 for more informaton on sanctons risk for paying olls o he Governmen of Iran and he

IRGC, and FAQs 1250 and 831 on engaging wih Iranian digial asse exchanges and he Iranian nancial secor.

Maritme indusry partcipans involved wih vessels calling a Iranian pors face signican sanctons risk under

multple sanctons auhorites argetng Iran’s shipping secor and pors, and OFAC will contnue o aggressively

arge Iran’s main revenue-generatng secors, in partcular is peroleum and perochemical secors, under
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Executve Order 13902 and oher sanctons auhorites. Vessels of all natons enering or leaving Iranian pors

and coasline are also subjec o U.S. Cenral Command’s impartal naval blockade, and OFAC auhorizatons do

no supersede he auhorites of all oher U.S. governmen agencies and deparmens, including U.S. Cenral

Command.

MARITIME SERVICE PROVIDERS

OFAC srongly encourages all marime service providers o conduc enhanced due diligence on any vessels

atempng o ransi he Srai of Hormuz o ensure ha such vessels have no engaged in any sanconable

conduc involving Iran, which could expose he service provider o sancons risk. Service providers should

carefully review all available informaon for red flags, including voyage planning or acual ransis hrough

Iranian erriorial waers. Service providers should ask counerpares for deails on who hey coordinaed

wih o ransi he Srai of Hormuz and if any safe passage fees were or will be paid o Iran. For more

informaon abou Iran’s use of obfuscaon echniques in marime shipping, please see OFAC’s Sancons

Advisory: Guidance for Shipping andMarimeSakeholders onDeecng andMigang IranianOil Sancons

Evasion.

Mariners are encouraged to coordinate with U.S. authorities:

Fifh Flee Batle Wach

+1-813-529-7430

cusnc.bwc.mil@us.navy.mil

NAVCENT NCAGS

+1-813-529-7108 (Primary/Wach Desk)

+973-3986-4800 (Alernae)

m-ba-navcen-ncags@us.navy.mil

m-ba-navcen-ncags-ice@us.navy.mil


