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German court allows pro-Palestinian
encampment in Hamburg park where Jews
were deported by the Nazis

“We - the Jews of Hamburg - are deeply concerned about this,” Hamburg’s chief
rabbi said.

Activists have set up a pro-Palestinian camp on Hamburg's Moorweide, which a German court
permitted over the objections of the city and Jewish community, May 10, 2026. (Bernhard Sprengel/
picture alliance via Getty Images)
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Activists in Hamburg are commemorating the displacement of Palestinians this week in a
park where Jews were deported during World War I, following a legal fight that ended in

their favor.

A German court allowed the “Bridges of Resistance” encampment to be set up from May 9
until Saturday in Moorweide, a public park where, according to the Hamburg Memorials
Foundation, the Nazis rounded up more than 1,000 local Jews for deportation to the }.6dZ

ghetto in October 1941.

The encampment will culminate on Saturday with a march from the park to Hamburg’s
port, the organizers announced. The demonstration will be part of nationwide protests
marking 78 years since the Nakba, the Arabic word for “catastrophe” used by Palestinians to

describe their flight and expulsion from their homes when Israel was established in 1948.

A Bridges of Resistance spokesperson, Nikodem Kaddoura, told the German newspaper Die
Tageszeitung that the encampment’s location was deliberate. Commemorating the
displacement of Palestinians on a site where Jews were forced from their homes was not a

“provocation,” said Kaddoura, but a choice pointing to historical “continuities.”
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The encampment triggered an outcry from local Jews, who reportedly said in an open letter
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that its location constituted “a mockery of the victims” of the Holocaust.

The chief rabbi of Hamburg, Shlomo Bistritzky, urged local authorities to take action
against the encampment and said on X, “We - the Jews of Hamburg - are deeply concerned

about this.”

The city and police initially sought to relocate the protest last week, but after the organizers

appealed, Hamburg courts ruled that it could continue.

Hamburg’s Higher Administrative Court determined that the Bridges of Resistance camp
did not pose sufficient danger or risk of antisemitic incidents to justify a ban, according to

regional broadcaster Norddeutscher Rundfunk.

The encampment in the southern part of Moorweide is not located in the same area as the
historical deportation site in the park’s northwestern corner, according to Die Tageszeitung.
The “Square of Jewish Deportees” is marked with a memorial plaque. It is separated from the

encampment by the main building of the University of Hamburg.

The encampment includes over 10 tents and dozens of participants, with a schedule listing
lectures and workshops about Palestinian history and culture, boycotts against Israel and

what the activists identify as “German complicity” in genocide against the Palestinians.

The organizers also said Hamburg was a key location for protesting because its port was a
“prime example of Germany’s role in the global arms trade.” Pro-Palestinian activists have

previously targeted Hamburg’s port to protest arms shipments to Israel.

Bridges of Resistance did not respond to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s request for

comment.

About 150 counterprotesters rallied against the encampment on Sunday, local media
reported. Some held a sign that read, “There is no place for antisemitism and hatred of Israel

in Hamburg.”
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Stefan Hensel, Hamburg’s former antisemitism commissioner, said on Facebook that
“many in Hamburg consider the anti-Israel agitation again taking place there, of all places,

as political and moral bankruptcy.”

Hensel added that some of the activists were “accused of holding antisemitic and extremist
positions.” One group involved in the encampment, Thawra Hamburg, is under surveillance
by the Office for the Protection of the Constitution, Germany’s domestic intelligence

agency, according to attorneys working on the group’s behalf.

Members of the Jewish community demanded in an open letter that “Hamburg’s politicians
clearly distance themselves from the camp, end the open hatred against Israel and Jews, and

permanently recognize Moorweide as a protected memorial site.”

For all of Moorweide to be permanently insulated from protests, it would have to meet the
requirements of Germany’s Assembly Act, which includes a provision limiting the right to
free assembly. The provision says memorial sites of “outstanding historical significance
extending beyond the regional level” receive special protection to “protect the dignity of the

victims of National Socialist violence and arbitrary rule.”

The Hamburg court’s ruling likely rested on the fact that only part of Moorweide is
designated as a memorial site, according to William Nevin, a German history professor

emeritus of Nottingham Trent University.

“If one accepts that the protestors were not intending to demonstrate in the section of the
park dedicated to the memory of those deported, or otherwise act in a disrespectful or
antisemitic manner, then the court’s ruling can be understood,” Nevin told the Jewish

Telegraphic Agency.

Germany’s Holocaust remembrance sites have become the center of fierce dispute between

pro-Palestinian activists and state authorities.

German politicians have publicly reckoned with the country’s Nazi past by promising a
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special responsibility to Israel. Since the 2000s, many have identified the robustness of the
Israeli state as part of Germany’s “Staatsrason,” or reason of state. Germany is a staunch ally

to Israel and its second-largest arms supplier after the United States.

In April, the city of Weimar blocked a pro-Palestinian demonstration at the former
Buchenwald concentration camp on the anniversary of its liberation, and alocal court

upheld the ban.

Judges decided that the Buchenwald rally would likely “violate the dignity of victims” of the
Nazis. The activists argued that their planned rally was a vigil for all “victims of genocide and
fascism,” saying they upheld the memory of the Holocaust by urging Germany not to be

involved in another genocide.

Reporting the stories that define our era. When history unfolds in real-time,
the Jewish world turns to JTA. Your support ensures we can document the
complexities of war and the resilience of Jewish communities with integrity.

ONE-TIME MONTHLY

Choose an amount to donate

$72 $180

$360 $500

Other

SUPPORT US

50f10 5/15/26, 18:02


https://www.jta.org/2026/03/04/global/how-germanys-unusual-approach-to-fighting-antisemitism-is-ensnaring-jews-who-are-critical-of-israel
https://www.jta.org/2026/03/04/global/how-germanys-unusual-approach-to-fighting-antisemitism-is-ensnaring-jews-who-are-critical-of-israel
https://www.jta.org/2026/03/04/global/how-germanys-unusual-approach-to-fighting-antisemitism-is-ensnaring-jews-who-are-critical-of-israel
https://www.jta.org/2026/04/13/global/pro-palestinian-activists-are-banned-from-buchenwald-where-survivors-vowed-to-fight-for-peace
https://www.jta.org/2026/04/13/global/pro-palestinian-activists-are-banned-from-buchenwald-where-survivors-vowed-to-fight-for-peace
https://www.jta.org/2026/04/13/global/pro-palestinian-activists-are-banned-from-buchenwald-where-survivors-vowed-to-fight-for-peace
https://www.jta.org/2026/04/13/global/pro-palestinian-activists-are-banned-from-buchenwald-where-survivors-vowed-to-fight-for-peace
https://www.jta.org/2026/04/13/global/pro-palestinian-activists-are-banned-from-buchenwald-where-survivors-vowed-to-fight-for-peace
https://www.jta.org/2026/04/13/global/pro-palestinian-activists-are-banned-from-buchenwald-where-survivors-vowed-to-fight-for-peace

German court allows pro-Palestinian encampment in Hamb... https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/german-court-allows-...

RECOMMENDED FROM JTA

GLOBAL

Amid Eurovision tensions, Israelis find allies in Austria’'s youth
Green party and a cafe

6 of 10 5/15/26, 18:02


https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/amid-eurovision-tensions-israelis-find-allies-in-austrias-youth-green-party-and-a-cafe
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/amid-eurovision-tensions-israelis-find-allies-in-austrias-youth-green-party-and-a-cafe
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/amid-eurovision-tensions-israelis-find-allies-in-austrias-youth-green-party-and-a-cafe
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/amid-eurovision-tensions-israelis-find-allies-in-austrias-youth-green-party-and-a-cafe
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/amid-eurovision-tensions-israelis-find-allies-in-austrias-youth-green-party-and-a-cafe
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/amid-eurovision-tensions-israelis-find-allies-in-austrias-youth-green-party-and-a-cafe
https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/category/global

German court allows pro-Palestinian encampment in Hamb... https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/german-court-allows-...

CULTURE

‘The Wanderers' tells the story of Poland’s Holocaust survivors who
fled to the Soviet Union

7 of 10 5/15/26, 18:02


https://www.jta.org/category/culture
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/culture/the-wanderers-tells-the-story-of-polands-holocaust-survivors-who-fled-to-the-soviet-union
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/culture/the-wanderers-tells-the-story-of-polands-holocaust-survivors-who-fled-to-the-soviet-union
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/culture/the-wanderers-tells-the-story-of-polands-holocaust-survivors-who-fled-to-the-soviet-union
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/culture/the-wanderers-tells-the-story-of-polands-holocaust-survivors-who-fled-to-the-soviet-union
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/culture/the-wanderers-tells-the-story-of-polands-holocaust-survivors-who-fled-to-the-soviet-union
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/culture/the-wanderers-tells-the-story-of-polands-holocaust-survivors-who-fled-to-the-soviet-union
https://www.jta.org/category/culture
https://www.jta.org/category/culture
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/13/global/writer-of-sitcom-airing-instead-of-eurovision-in-ireland-calls-broadcasters-boycott-over-israel-disgraceful-antisemitism
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/13/global/writer-of-sitcom-airing-instead-of-eurovision-in-ireland-calls-broadcasters-boycott-over-israel-disgraceful-antisemitism

German court allows pro-Palestinian encampment in Hamb... https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/german-court-allows-...

GLOBAL

Writer of sitcom airing instead of Eurovision in Ireland calls
broadcaster's boycott over Israel ‘disgraceful antisemitism’

GLOBAL

EU sanctions Israeli settlers after Hungary, under new leadership,
clears path

8 of 10 5/15/26, 18:02


https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/13/global/writer-of-sitcom-airing-instead-of-eurovision-in-ireland-calls-broadcasters-boycott-over-israel-disgraceful-antisemitism
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/13/global/writer-of-sitcom-airing-instead-of-eurovision-in-ireland-calls-broadcasters-boycott-over-israel-disgraceful-antisemitism
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/13/global/writer-of-sitcom-airing-instead-of-eurovision-in-ireland-calls-broadcasters-boycott-over-israel-disgraceful-antisemitism
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/13/global/writer-of-sitcom-airing-instead-of-eurovision-in-ireland-calls-broadcasters-boycott-over-israel-disgraceful-antisemitism
https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/12/global/eu-sanctions-israeli-settlers-after-hungary-under-new-leadership-clears-path
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/12/global/eu-sanctions-israeli-settlers-after-hungary-under-new-leadership-clears-path
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/12/global/eu-sanctions-israeli-settlers-after-hungary-under-new-leadership-clears-path
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/12/global/eu-sanctions-israeli-settlers-after-hungary-under-new-leadership-clears-path
https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/12/global/eu-sanctions-israeli-settlers-after-hungary-under-new-leadership-clears-path
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/12/global/eu-sanctions-israeli-settlers-after-hungary-under-new-leadership-clears-path
https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/category/global

German court allows pro-Palestinian encampment in Hamb... https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/german-court-allows-...

-
a

GLOBAL

Toronto man arrested after allegedly shooting at Orthodox Jews
outside a synagogue

Get JTA in your inbox

Your Email

SIGN UP

By submitting the above | agree to the privacy policy and terms of use of JTA.org

9 0of 10

v ",’/wl’ 5

5/15/26, 18:02


https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/11/global/toronto-man-arrested-after-allegedly-shooting-at-orthodox-jews-outside-a-synagogue
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/11/global/toronto-man-arrested-after-allegedly-shooting-at-orthodox-jews-outside-a-synagogue
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/11/global/toronto-man-arrested-after-allegedly-shooting-at-orthodox-jews-outside-a-synagogue
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/11/global/toronto-man-arrested-after-allegedly-shooting-at-orthodox-jews-outside-a-synagogue
https://jta.org/privacy-policy
https://jta.org/privacy-policy
https://jta.org/terms-of-use
https://jta.org/terms-of-use
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/11/global/toronto-man-arrested-after-allegedly-shooting-at-orthodox-jews-outside-a-synagogue
https://www.jta.org/2026/05/11/global/toronto-man-arrested-after-allegedly-shooting-at-orthodox-jews-outside-a-synagogue
https://www.jta.org/category/global
https://www.jta.org/category/global

German court allows pro-Palestinian encampment in Hamb... https://www.jta.org/2026/05/15/global/german-court-allows-...

About Us Syndication
Contact Newsletters
Advertise Donate

Get JTA in your inbox

Your Email Sign Up

JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY e NEW YORK JEWISH WEEK e THE NOSHER e
KVELLER e HEY ALMA e MY JEWISH LEARNING

PRIVACY POLICY | TERMS OF USE AND RE-USING CONTENT
© 2026 JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

10 of 10 5/15/26, 18:02


https://www.jta.org/about-us
https://www.jta.org/about-us
https://www.jta.org/syndication
https://www.jta.org/syndication
https://www.jta.org/contact
https://www.jta.org/contact
https://www.jta.org/email-newsletters
https://www.jta.org/email-newsletters
https://partnerships.70facesmedia.org/
https://partnerships.70facesmedia.org/
https://support.70facesmedia.org/campaign/678151/donate?c_src=JTA_Website_Footer
https://support.70facesmedia.org/campaign/678151/donate?c_src=JTA_Website_Footer
https://70facesmedia.org/
https://70facesmedia.org/
https://70facesmedia.org/
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.jta.org/newyork
https://www.jta.org/newyork
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/
https://www.kveller.com/
https://www.kveller.com/
https://www.heyalma.com/
https://www.heyalma.com/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/
https://www.jta.org/privacy-policy
https://www.jta.org/privacy-policy
https://www.jta.org/terms-of-use
https://www.jta.org/terms-of-use
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.jta.org/
https://www.instagram.com/jtanews/
https://www.facebook.com/JTAnews
https://twitter.com/JTAnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDyTKLG1BzCgbzjRvtcKtHg

